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EXTRA advisers have been 
drafted in to help cope with an 
unexpected rise in the number 
of people exploring a potential 
calling to ministry.

In the Oxford Archdeaconry  
alone there are 80 people 
going through the process, with 
another 15 on the way. 

The Revd Jules Cave Berquist, 
Diocesan Director of Ordinands, 
says this is three times the usual 
number and she has taken on 
two extra Vocations Advisors to 
help with the workload.

“This is a long-term situation 
and we need long-term 
solutions,” said Jules. She sees 
the increase, especially in the 
Oxford area, as a combination 
of the success of a national ‘Call 
Waiting’ initiative, which aims to 
increase the number of young 
people interested in ordination, 
and the profile of Oxford city, 
which has traditionally produced 
a high number of ordinands. 

“Before Call Waiting the 
information on the Church of 
England website wasn’t very 
interactive and people of all ages 
were pointed to it. We now have 
information aimed at people 
aged up to 25,” said Jules.

Potential ordinands are 
referred to a vocations adviser 
by their vicar, who will explore 
whether that person has a calling 
to the priesthood, or another 
type of ministry, such as licensed 
lay ministry, the Church Army or 
a religious community. 

If it is felt someone may be 
called to be a priest, they may 

be sent to a national Bishops’ 
Advisory Panel (BAP) where they 
go through a gruelling three 
days of interviews, exercises 
and discussion. A report is 
then sent to the ordinand’s 
bishop, recommending whether 
someone should go forward for 
training, a process that can take 
up to three years. 

Jules, who joined the Diocese 
of Oxford last year after working 
on national vocations projects 
including Call Waiting, said an 
information evening is held 
in the Diocese of Oxford each 
month for people interested in 
exploring vocations. She has 
also started some new initiatives 
for potential ordinands, giving 
them experience of the breadth 
of traditions within the Church 
of England. 

When ordinands turn up 
for national selection, they are 

expected to have experience 
of the breadth of traditions 
within the Church of England, 
and Jules has set up a series of 
Contextual Mission and Ministry 
Days. “I have asked six or seven 
incumbents to welcome small 
groups to meet them before 
their BAP to bombard with 
questions for two-and-a-half to 
three hours.

“They look at the profile 
of the community, what are 
the problems faced by the 
community, what ministry and 
mission is happening and how 
all of that shapes worship on 
a Sunday morning and what 
you do as a church.  It gives 
candidates plenty of experience 
so they will have lots to talk 
about at their BAP.”

Jules is also twinning 
ordinands with others from 
different church traditions and 

different urban and rural areas, 
asking them to take each other 
to a service or event that feeds 
their spirituality, and vice versa. 
At the third meeting they do 
a Bible study together, before 
getting back together to look at 
how the whole experience was. 

The Oxford Diocese sends into 
training far more people than 
it can take back. Only 15 are 
sent back each year and these 
are divided equally between 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire. “What we 
really want is an increase in the 
assistant clergy who can go back 
to the local area or be deployed 
within the Diocese,” said Jules. 
A vocations event will take place 
on 3 November 10am to 4.30pm 
at Dorchester Abbey. For more 
information contact Sue Foley 
on sue.foley@oxford.anglican.org 
01865 208291.

by Jo Duckles
Boom in volume of ‘calls’ 

Bishop Colin with new Deacons at Christ Church last year. Photo by KT Bruce
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Spotlight on
Jubilee celebrations

1. More than 450 people sat down to a Jubilee tea party at the Blake School, 
Witney. 2. Henry VIII made a Royal appearance at a garden party to raise 
funds for Haddenham’s 13th Century St Mary’s Church. 3. Soulbury Parish 
Jubilee Beacon in Buckinghamshire. 4. 50th anniversary supper party at St 
Peter and St Paul’s, Wantage. 5. Jubilee Flower Festival at St Michael and St 
Mary Magdalene, Easthampstead, Berkshire. 6. The congregation at St Mary’s, 
Thatcham represents the Trinity in red, white and blue (Kevin Dunwell). 7. The 
Revd Philip Derbyshire, Rector of Stewkley in Buckinghamshire, meets the 
King during the Stewkley procession. 8. The Revd Ben Phillips gives out 700 
Jubilee edition New Testaments to school children in two Bodicote schools. 
9. One of the floral arrangements at Holy Trinity Church, Seer Green and 
Jordans. 10. The Big Diamond Jubilee Lunch at St Mary’s Chalgrove. 11. Lord 
Lieutenant of Oxfordshire, Tim Stevenson OBE at the Jubilee Service at Christ 
Church Cathedral, Oxford. (KT Bruce) 
   For a fuller report see www.oxford.anglican.org/the-door   
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The Door’s round-up of Jubilee events across the Diocese.
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News

Comms training
TWO courses to help 
your church improve its 
communications skills are being 
offered in the Oxford Diocese 
this autumn.
   Parish Magazine training, 
to help you spruce up your 
newsletter, including advice on 
content and layout, will be held 
on Saturday 1 September, 10am 
to 3.30pm. To book email Iris 
Lloyd on iris.lloyd@virgin.net or 
call 01865 208225. 
   The Web for Churches will 
take place on Saturday 20 
October and will include how 
to create an attractive website 
with clear content and help on 
where to start with Facebook 
and Twitter. To book email philip.
hind@oxford.anglican.org or call 
01865 208262.
   Both courses cost £10 
including lunch.

Grant for Church 
growth research
RIPON College Cuddesdon’s 
Centre for Ecclesiology and 
Practical Theology has received 
£45,000 for research into 
church planting in the Church of 
England.
   The money is from the Church 
Commissioners and is for 
evaluating effective strategies for 
growth and sustainability and the 
extent to which lives are changed 
and communities transformed. Dr 
Cathy Ross, Director of OxCEPT, 
said: “We are very much looking 
forward to listening to and 
learning from a variety of church 
planting perspectives. This is 
an exceptional opportunity for 
OxCEPT and it will be a great 
pleasure to work in partnership 
with the Church Commissioners.”
   Principal of Ripon College, the 
Revd Canon Martyn Percy said: 
“Church growth is one of the 
most important areas of research 
and practice for the mission and 
ministry of the church today.”

New burial area at 
St John’s
THE Bishop of Buckingham, 
the Rt Revd Alan Wilson 
has consecrated a new area 
of graveyard at St John the 
Evangelist Church, Radclive. 
The area was donated by a 
landowner.
   The church has also recently 
celebrated the finalisation of two 
years of painstaking research 
by the Buckingham branch 
of the National Association 
of Decorative and Fine Arts 
Societies. This has resulted in 
a bound book, complete with 
colour plates and illustrations, 
which was presented to the 
Church recently. Copies have 
been sent to the Victoria & Albert 
Museum in London, the National 
Monuments records and placed 
in the Church archives. 

IN BRIEF

A NEW Youth and Child Friendly Awards Scheme will be launched 
at Yellow Braces, our annual youth festival. More information in  
September.

Buildings director Roger retires

AN architect who has spent more than 25 years heading up the team 
that looks after clergy housing across Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire retired last month.

Roger Harwood left his role as Director of glebe and Buildings 
for the Diocese of Oxford at the end of May. Roger worked for 
housing assocations for eight years before spending 12 years in local 
government, for Buckinghamshire County Council and Aylesbury 
Vale District Council. He then brought his skills to the diocese.

He says: “I have just loved the job. We have a great team of people 
to work with in the department and I have enjoyed working with 
people in the Diocese. 

“It’s been a privilege to provide housing for clergy, so they don’t 
have to worry about that aspect of their lives and are freed up to be 
ministers and use their gifts. that has been my motivation all the way 
through.”

Another aspect to Roger’s role has been managing glebe – that is 
land that is used to raise funds to support clergy and the work of the 
Diocese.

Roger, who is 64, has been a member of the Church of the Holy 
spirit at Bedgrove since it was planted when he was just five. He is 
married to Margaret and the couple have three children and four 
grandchildren.

In his retirement he is hoping to get involved in prayer ministry, 
some work with Open Doors, an organisation dedicated to serving 
persecuted Christians worldwide and to do some work on his own 
church’s building project.

Roger performs the topping out ceremony at St Mary’s Vicarage, Parsons 
Fee, Aylesbury. 

Getting the chance to get away

FAMILIES who are not so well 
off are being encouraged to 
apply to the Mothers’ Union for 
the chance to go away together 
on holiday this  summer. 
  For many families in our 
diocese, just being able to spend 
time together on holiday is a 
luxury and longed-for thought. 
Mothers’ Union branches have 
been fundraising and arranging 
holidays for a number of years. 
We are privileged to be able to 
offer our services in helping 
others in this wonderful cause.

The scheme is open to 
anyone who is in need. We do 
ask for a referee and this can 
be doctor, health visitor, vicar, 
teacher or a Mothers’ Union 
member. Some families/ 
children have never had the 
experience of packing and the 
excitement of a holiday, let 

alone spending time together 
away from home. 

We have had some lovely 
thank you letters and postcards 
thanking the Mothers’ Union 
members for the wonderful 
experience that the family 
have shared.

One family said: “We would 
like to thank the Mothers’ 
Union so much for giving us a 
holiday to remember. We felt 
very blessed and refreshed; we 
really enjoyed ourselves and 
gave us quality time together.”

Application forms are 
available from Mothers’ 
Union, Priory Room, Christ 
Church Oxford or through 
our website www.muoxford.
org.uk or call  01865 726308. 

Having already booked 
holidays for six families this 
year we look forward to 
receiving more requests.

by Jackie Miles

Spiritual refreshment 
from Soul Spark

“SO inspiring”. “It gave me time 
to reflect on my life.” “A spiritual 
experience, offering peace and 
comfort”; “I have been able to 
leave behind current concerns and 
depart uplifted”. These were some 
of the many comments written at 
the end of visits to SOUL SPARK, 
which took place in the Benefice of 
Long Crendon. 

SOUL SPARK was set up 
consecutively in the three 
churches. The churches were 
open every day and had a series 
of nine stations designed to 
offer those who came along an 
opportunity to reflect on some of 
the deep longings in their lives 
and to explore their spiritual side 
in a broad and gentle way. 

   It was individual and personal: 
the only interaction was between 
the participant and the stations. 
The invitation was for everyone in 
our villages and the hope was that 
many people of faith, those whose 
faith was a dying ember and those 
who had no faith would take the 

opportunity to visit one of the 
churches.

The churches were warm with 
quiet choral music filling the 
space. There were a series of nine 
interactive ‘stations’ set out in 
the church concerned with life 
experiences and the journey of 
faith. They included the world 
of nature, hopes and dreams, 
forgiveness, remembrance of 
those who had died, Jesus the 
Light of the world, Jesus’s story of 
the son who came home and the 
love of the father, a ‘family tree’ 
with leaves on which to write the 
names of children you wished to 
pray for, bubbles to blow for all 
that made you feel happy in life, 
the world about us,  moving beads 
to areas of the world for which 
you feel concern and a corner 
‘nest’ in which to be still before 
God. 

If any one is interested in 
doing something similar in their 
church and would like further 
information please contact Ann 
Persson 01844 201955 or send an 
email to AnnPersson@xalt.co.uk 

by Ann Persson

New Archdeacon for Dorchester?
THE Diocese may soon have 
a fourth archdeacon and new 
Area boundaries. Diocesan 
Synod discussed the proposals 
after the Door went to press. 

The proposals have come 
from a review into diocesan 
structures which found that 
Common Tenure has increased 
the archdeacons’ workloads. 
There is particular pressure 
on the Archdeacon of Oxford 
who covers two episcopal areas 
(Oxford and Dorchester) and 
is also a residentiary canon of 
Christ Church. 

The three archdeacons in 
the Oxford Diocese are also 
much more thinly spread (in 
terms of the numbers of clergy 

and parishes they support) 
than in any comparable 
diocese. If approved a new post 
of Archdeacon of Dorchester 
will be created. 

There will be a consultation 
into  redrawing  the episcopal 
area boundaries to reflect 
local authority borders. This 
would mean the deaneries in 
the Reading Episcopal Area 
that are in Oxfordshire (“old 
Berkshire”) would become part 
of the Dorchester  Area, and 
that part or all of the Deanery 
of Burnham and Slough would 
move from the Buckingham 
to the Reading Areas. See 
www.oxford.anglican.org for a  
report on the June Synod.

Coming soon...
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£150 towards surgery for
one child

£75 could cover half the 
cost of one surgery 

I want to give a child a second chance at life.

Mr/Mrs/Ms 

Address 

Postcode 

Email

Telephone 

Charge my gift to my:   Visa    MasterCard    Maestro

Card No. 

Valid From Exp. Date Issue No. 

Signature

My cheque is enclosed, made payable to The Smile Train UK.

Use Gift Aid to increase your donation by 25%
YES, I would like Smile Train to claim Gift Aid on any donations that I have made within the last 

4 years and all donations I make in the future until further notice. 
I confirm that I pay sufficient UK income/capital gains tax to cover 
any tax that Smile Train will reclaim from any donations that I make.

NO, I am not a UK taxpayer.

Send this coupon with your donation to:

The Smile Train UK, 
PO Box 909,
Northampton NN3 0BF

Free cleft surgery which takes as little as 45 minutes and
costs as little as £150, can give desperate children not just
a new smile – but a new life.

£30 towards an overnight
hospital stay

£ We’ll gratefully accept
any amount

Donate online: www.smiletrain.org.uk Call: 0300 303 9630 Text: SMILE to 07300

Each of these children
needs somebody who cares
enough to send £150. Once.

Ming, 6 months, China Shiva, 1 year, India Mot, 13 years, Cambodia

Durgap, 5 years, India Funmi, 8 years, Nigeria Salazar, 5 years, Philippines
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News
IN BRIEF

In February General Synod approved 
changes to the Parochial Fees arrangements. 
The detail of what was proposed is set out 
in GS Misc 1015 which is available on the 
Church of England website http://tinyurl.
com/843co3o The main changes are that 
from January 2013:

The incumbent’s fee will become a 
Diocesan Board of Finance (DBF) fee

The new standard fee will include all the 
essentials  (which will be specified)and 
any other charges must be transparent 
and genuinely optional

The Archbishops’ Council will be able 
to set fees, with annual increases, for up 
to five years at a time rather than on the 
current annual basis

The process required for waiving a fee 
will be clarified and Ecclesiastical fees for 
the funerals of those under the age of 16 

will be abolished.
Guidance is to be provided to dioceses 

and then to parishes once the fees order 
is approved by Parliament, which is 
expected later in June.

We know that some couples are already 
planning weddings in 2013 and it may 
be helpful to refer to the DRAFT fees 
table on the Church of England website. 
The Diocese will provide parishes with 
further information over the summer, 
once confirmation is received. 

Procedures are being developed for the 
collection of the ODBF fee. Briefings on 
these arrangements will be given at the 
Financial Consultations and in autumn 
mailings.  

Sat 22nd Sept - CMS Oxford
Sat 29th Sept - Ranelagh School, 

Bracknell
Sat 6th Oct - Waddesdon School

Changes to the Parochial Fees system
by Rosemary Pearce

Church prays for ‘elastic walls’ as 
attendance quadruples 

BACK in November 2009 at St Mary’s 
Hedgerley in Buckinghamshire we knew 
we had to seriously rethink how we 
engaged with young families. We had a 
fourth Sunday service each month that 
wasn’t exactly drawing the crowds and we 
prayed, reflected, discussed the issue.  

There was a sense of urgency and 
total support from the congregation. The 
Rector, the Revd Graham Saunders, along 
with two volunteer ministers, Associate 
Priest, the Revd Gordon Briggs and myself 
as a newly ordained curate, attended 
the Leading Your Church into Growth 
conference.  

One outcome was that in January 2010 
we launched Family Praise on fourth 
Sundays. We introduced personal 
invitations and welcomed families 
preparing for baptism and wedding 
couples in addition to encouraging 
families from our church run toddler 
group, Hedgehogs, which we had set up 
three years earlier in order to engage 
more widely with the local community. 

Within 18 months the numbers 
attending on fourth Sundays had 
quadrupled in size and still it grew. 

On one Sunday, when attendance 
was up by 400 per cent from what the 
regular congregation had become used 
to, one live wire joked, “I know we prayed 
for church growth, we’d better pray for 
elastic walls next!” 

Two and a half years on since the 
launch we have discovered for ourselves 
that complicated life styles, balancing 
family time and visiting grandparents 
are all limiting factors upon frequency of 
attendance. Interestingly, although overall 
we have around 200 different people 
attending Family Praise, attendance is 
often once every two or three months. 
The good news is that they return as 
and when they’re able and that Jesus 
has far more friends out there, making 
a difference in the world, than weekly 
attendance figures might suggest. 

Family Praise is an all-age service which 
is especially accessible for young families, 
providing a relaxed experience of church 
where children are encouraged to actively 
participate. It runs every fourth Sunday at 
11am for 30 minutes followed by a social 
time with refreshments.

The Rev’d Helen Chamberlain is 
curate at St Mary’s, Hedgerley. 

by Helen Chamberlain

Family Praise at St Mary’s Hedgerley celebrating how the Holy Spirit brings us alive, gives us 
confidence to become the people God wants us to be and share our faith with others.

Film crew visits the 
CofE’s longest serving 
vicar
ITV visited All Saints Headington recently 
to visit the Revd James Cocke, the 
longest serving vicar in the Church of 
England.
   They had breakfast with James, before 
recording the 10am Sung Eucharist 
service, which was then broadcast last 
month. James has been incumbent at 
All Saints’ since 1957 and has recently 
finished writing a history of the church 
entitled Some Corner. 

Funds in place for 
church building in 
Bicester
Emmanuel Church, Bicester has the finance 
in place to complete its new church building.                 
Previously a total of approximately £1.2 
million had been raised.  New loans and 
grants have been obtained from the Oxford 
Diocese and other grant making bodies as 
well as further significant donations from the 
ECB congregation. The additional finance 
raised totals over £350,000.  
   The new building will be open to the 
public by April 2013.  Fund raising will 
continue in order to minimise the size of 
loans remaining at the end of the build 
period, and to ensure prompt repayment of 
the loan finance.  The target is to ensure that 
ECB is debt free by 2015.

Fine furniture for church and home

Ronald Emett
01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk

Visit me at 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com
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Theology           Counselling

      Music & Worship

Summer
S c h o o l

Accessible, inspiring training for the race of your life in

17 - 20 July
01923 456220

summerschool@lst.ac.uk

www.lstsummerschool.org

To Advertise in the Month 

Call 

01752

To Advertise 
Please Call Roy

01752 225623
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Prayer is a central part of the 
work of the Mothers’ Union, 
with daily prayers said at 
midday wherever members 
happen to find themselves 

each day. Every year, the Mothers’ 
Union organises a Wave of Prayer. Each 
diocese is given a set day to pray for 
other dioceses (both in this country 
and abroad), and within each diocese 
each branch is given a specific time 
to pray. This gives members a sense of 
unity in prayer as the wave of prayer 
moves from branch to branch and from 
diocese to diocese.

This year our theme is, “Your gift, 
discover and celebrate” and has been 
compiled by Marion Gunning. The 
prayers can be said throughout the year 
but it was scheduled to be used during 
11 to 15 June by the Mothers’ Union 
branches in Oxford Diocese. Join us as 
we pray and contemplate your own gifts, 
is God calling you to join the Mothers’ 

Union? Why not consider finding 
out more about your local branch or 
becoming a diocesan member? 

Below is a prayer you might like to say: 

Dear Lord, Thank you that you made us 
in your image, and, through your bounteous 
grace, desire to live in close relationship with 
us. May we seek to only do your will and to 
fulfil the purpose for which we were made. 
Help us to use our gifts with daring and 
delight, that we may share our faith with 
others - loving them as you love us. Make 
us bold disciples of your truth that we might 
encourage more people to become members of 
the Mothers’ Union.                              

Amen
   Please remember the Mothers’ Union 
and its valuable work in your prayers.

Katy Kerr  is head of the Mothers’ 
Union Oxford Faith and Policy unit. 

Katy Kerr on how prayer is 
central to life of Mothers’ Un-
ion members and is connecting 
people across the globe. 

Reflection
Get involved with a global prayer movement

ONLINE

Reflection
We are all unique yet each of us is made in the image 
of god. Within us all lies a seed which can grow and 
blossom; a plant which grows tall and strong, bathed 
in the water of baptism and nurtured by the love of 
god. Just as each plant fills its own special place in 
nature, so we have a place in god’s heart, reserved for 
us alone. He gives us each our own gifts to cherish and 
use for his glory.

Pause and consider the gifts which make you feel 
alive and where and how you use them in god’s 
service: at home, in church and in the community.

As we pray together for the Mothers’ union across 
the world and our link Dioceses in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Aru, Boga, Kisangani, Nigeria, 
Okigwe North and south, Orlu and Owerri, we say:

“Christ has no body now but yours; no hands, no 
feet on earth but yours. yours are the eyes through 
which he looks compassion on this world, yours are 
the feet with which he walks to do good, yours are 
the hands, with which he blesses all the world. yours 
are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, 
you are the body. Christ has no body now but yours.”                            
(st teresa of Avila)

Katy Kerr

For more on Oxford Diocese 
branch of the Mothers Union see: 
www.muoxford.org.uk. For 
information on natinal campaigns 
see www.themothersunion.org

In times of need 

The loss of a loved one can be an 
emotional as well as stressful time. 
There are many professionals who 
can ease the burden of preparation 
for a funeral with their expertise and 
personal service. 
There can be a lot to arrange in a very short 
time whether or not its a church service or one 
at the crematorium. Funeral Directors have the 
experience, very often through several generations 
of the same family, to provide a fitting tribute to 
your lost one. There are many pieces of paperwork 
that need filling in and visits to registrars etc. They 
will make contact on your behalf with the Vicar you 
wish to oversee the service whether it is in your 
local church or a crematorium. They can arrange 
the music, the limousines, the hearse and so much 
more. To save stress on family it is a good idea to 
make sure that your Will is up to date.
In a time of bereavement the comfort of friends 
and family all play their part, so to does the help 
of committed professionals who can guide you to 
make sensible decisions at a time when you might 
not be thinking too clearly yourself.
More and more people are beginning to take the 
stress and financial demands off loved ones at 
what can be a distressing time by planning ahead. 
A Pre-Payment Funeral Bond allows you to make 
decisions about your own funeral. You can list 
your own choice of hymns, choose other music 
you might wish to have included in the service. Do 
you want burial or cremation and do you have a 
specific choice of coffin. There is also at present a 
trend towards more natural woodland burials and 
by planning ahead in many cases you will get the 
opportunity to reserve your own plot.

Advertisement Feature
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Prayer diary
July/August prayer diary compiled by John Manley 

SUNDAY 1 JULY:  Wallingford Deanery - Area Dean Jason 
St John Nicolle, lay chair Graham Goy, secretary Naomi 
Gibson, treasurer Mark Bayliss. The people, PCCs, wardens 
and support staff of the deanery. Priests and deacons 
ordained recently embarking on this new phase of their 
ministry. The United Church of Pakistan, moderator Samuel 
Robert Azariah. 
 
SUNDAY 8 JULY: Wendover Deanery - Area Dean Mark 
Dearnley, lay chair Gavin Oldham, secretary Gary Beynon, 
treasurer Allan Whittow, ecumenical representative Norman 
Dick. The people, PCCs, wardens and support staff of the 
deanery. The Church of Papua New Guinea.

SUNDAY 15 JULY: Parish and district councillors serving 
the people of the Deaneries of Wallingford, Wendover & 
Witney. Diocesan Communications: Director Sarah Meyrick 
and team. The Church in the Philippines.

SUNDAY 22 JULY: Witney Deanery - Area Dean Bill 
Blakey, lay chair David Loades, deanery administrator Linda 
Wooloff, treasurer Sue Campbell, vocations Sally Wright, CA 
Jeff Hill. Thanks for growth in many churches, for the superb 
teams of gifted clergy and lay people, for work amongst 
families and young people and for the work of supporting the 
repatriation of those who have died in war. Pray for the many 
parishes where mission is going on, for the next incumbent 
at Cogges, for the need to sustain the work and growth 
that is happening and for the leadership in the deanery.  The 
people, wardens, PCCs and support staff of the deanery.  
The Church of Rwanda.

SUNDAY 29 JULY: The MP, parish and district councillors 
serving the people of Witney deanery. The Scottish Episco-
pal Church, primus David Chillingworth. 
 
AUGUST
For he [Jesus] received honour and glory from God the 
Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the 
Majestic Glory, saying, ‘This is my Son, my beloved, with 
whom I am well pleased.’ We ourselves heard this voice 
from heaven while we were with him on the holy mountain. 
(NRSV 2 Peter 1:17,18)

SUNDAY 5 Sonning Deanery: Area Dean David Hodgson, 
lay chair Martin Hughes, secretary Bridget Crossley, 
treasurer Reg Morton. Clergy appointed recently and the 
parishes where they will serve. The people, wardens, PCCs 
and staff of the deanery. The Church of South East Asia.

SUNDAY 12 Sea Sunday: for seafarers everywhere.  
Local government staff and councillors serving the people 
of Sonning Deanery. The Diocese of Panama, (Central 
America). The Diocese of Karnataka Central (United Church 
of South India). 
 
SUNDAY 19 Newport Deanery: Area Dean Christa 
Pumfrey, lay chair Rod Cannon, secretary Janet Gamlen, 
treasurer KA Gale, ecumenical representative & development 
facilitator Beverley Hollins, LLM Geoff Morris. The people, 
wardens, PCCs and support staff of the Deanery. Local 
government staff and councillors serving the people of 
Newport deanery. The Church of Southern Africa.

SUNDAY 26 Vale of White Horse Deanery: Area Dean 
Richard Hancock, lay chair Jeremy Twynam, secretary 
Edward Lehmann, treasurer Daphne Willmett. The Church of 
The Southern Cone of America.

JULY
Prayer to the Father through the Son in the 
power of the Spirit for:

MON 2 Cholsey and Moulsford: clergy An-
drew Petit, Val Gibbons, Derreck Lee-Philpot.

TUE 3 The Churn: clergy Jason St John 
Nicolle, Geoffrey Borrowdale, Louise Butler. 
Blewbury Endowed (VC) & Hagbourne (VC) 
Schools.

WED 4 Didcot All Saints and Ladygrove 
Conventional District: clergy Karen Beck, 
Hugh Boorman; LLMs Nick Hards, Stuart 
Roberts. Didcot All Saints (VA) School.

THU 5: Didcot St Peter: clergy Joy Carter; 
LLMs Fran Childs, Jenny Loder. Didcot 
Northbourne (VA) School.

FRI 6 Harwell with Chilton: clergy Jonathan 
Mobey, Pam Rolls; LLM Steve Ward.

SAT 7 Wallingford: clergy David Rice, 
Jeremy Goulston, Jim Spence, Janice Chilton. 
Crowmarsh Gifford (VC), Brightwell cum 
Sotwell (VC), Wallingford St Nicholas (VC) 
Schools.

MON 9 Aston Clinton with Buckland and 
Drayton Beauchamp: clergy Elizabeth Moxley, 
Andrew Allen, Carole Peters.

TUE 10 Ellesborough, The Kimbles and 
Stoke Mandeville: clergy Jan Henderson, 
Margaret Dixon. Great Kimble (VC) School.

Wed 11 Great Missenden with Ballinger 
and Little Hampden: clergy Rosie Harper, 
Carolyn Bailey;  LLM Patricia Neale; pastoral 
assistant Nadine Rose. Great Missenden (VC) 
School.

THU 12 Hawridge with Cholesbury and St 
Leonards: clergy David Burgess. Hawridge & 
Cholesbury (VA) School.

FRI 13 Little Missenden: clergy John Simpson; 
LLM Gary Beynon. Little Missenden (VA) School.

SAT 14 Prestwood and Great Hampden: 
clergy Deiniol Kearley-Heywood; LLM Anton 
Machacek.

MON 16 The Lee: clergy David Burgess. Lee 
Common (VC) School.

TUE 17 Wendover and Halton: clergy Mark 
Dearnley; LLMs Beryl Pearn, Ruth Dearnley, Joe 
Groat, Glenys Newman; youth worker Rupert 

Johnson. Wendover (VC) School.

WED 18 Weston Turville: clergy David Wales, 
Susan Fellows. Weston Turville (VA) School.

THU 19 Bampton with Clanfield: clergy 
David Lloyd, LLM Celia Humphreys, Arthur Pont. 
Aston & Cote (VC), Bampton (VC), Clanfield 
(VC) Schools.

FRI 20 Brize Norton and Carterton: clergy 
Bill Blakey, James Maddern, Jo Reid. Carterton 
St John’s (VA) School.

SAT 21 Burford with Fulbrook & Taynton, 
Asthall with Swinbrook and Widford: clergy 
Richard Coombs, Cedric Reavley, Jonathan 
Hunter Dunn, Stephen Blake; LLM John Leach.

MON 23 Cogges and South Leigh: clergy 
Miri Keen, Andrew Pritchard-Keens; LLMs Nick 
Pike, Richard Young, David Smith (emeritus). 
Witney The Blake (VA) School.

TUE 24 Ducklington with Hardwick: clergy 
Bob Edy; LLMs David Adams, Ruth Edy, Ian 
Paul. Ducklington (VC) School.

WED 25 Lower Windrush: clergy Sarah 
Sharp; LLM Lynda Blair; pastoral assistant Alison 
Shaw. Standlake (VC), Stanton Harcourt (VC) 

Schools.

THU 26 Minster Lovell: clergy Adrian Gabb-
Jones. St Kenelm (VC) School.

FRI 27 North Leigh: clergy Miri Keen, Andrew 
Pritchard-Keens.  North Leigh (VC) School.

SAT 28 Shill Valley and Broadshire: clergy 
Harry MacInnes, Liz Johnson, Patrick Wheaton. 
Alvescot St Peter’s (VA) & Langford St Christo-
pher (VA) Schools.

MON 30 Witney Team: clergy Toby Wright, 
Elizabeth Thomson, Joanna Collicutt McGrath, 
Sally Wright; CA Jeff Hill; LLMs David Exham, 
Rosemary Peirce, David Claremont, Sally Down. 
Witney St Mary’s (VC), Witney The Batt (VA) & 
Hailey (VC) Schools.

TUE 31 Religious Communities: Order of 
St Benedict, Elmore; Society of the Sacred 
Mission, Willen; All Saints Sisters of the Poor, 
Oxford; Community of St Clare, Witney; Com-
munity of St John Baptist, Begbroke; Community 
of St Mary the Virgin, Wantage; Community of 
the Companions of Jesus the Good Shepherd, 
Begbroke; Community of the Sisters of the Love 
of God, Oxford; Sisters of St Etheldreda, Willen; 
Society of the Precious Blood, Burnham.

Sundays
JULY
Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have 
not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and 
say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, 
to my God and your God.”’ Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and 
she told them that he had said these things to her.  (John 
20:28-29 NRSV)

 (The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.)

AUGUST
Pray to the Father through the Son in the 
power of the Spirit for:

WED 1 Arborfield with Barkham: clergy 
Piers Bickersteth, Julian Bidgood. The White 
House School Conventional District. 
 
THU 2 Crowthorne: clergy Lisa Cornwell, 
Jane Manley ; LLMs Hazel Berry, Gillian Gyenes, 
Lewis Simmons. Crowthorne (VC) School. 

FRI 3 Finchampstead and California: 
clergy Julie Ramsbottom, John Edwards, Mark-
Aaron Tisdale, Brynn Bayman; LLM Keith Atton. 
Finchampstead (VA) School.

SAT 4 Owlsmoor: clergy Roy Burgess.

MON 6 Ruscombe and Twyford with Hurst: 
clergy Simon Howard, Anna Harwood, Geoffrey 
Pugh, Clifford Smith; LLM Paul Minton, youth 
workers Becci March, Pat Hall. Polehampton 
Infants (VC), Polehampton Junior (VC), Hurst St 
Nicholas (VC) Schools.

TUE 7 Sandhurst: clergy John Castle, youth 
worker Kylie Garrill. St Michael’s (VA) School.

WED 8 Sonning: clergy Jamie Taylor, Alison 
Waters (pioneer minister); LLM Bob Peters. 
Sonning (VA) School.

THU 9 Wargrave with Knowl Hill: clergy 
John Cook. Knowl Hill (VC), Crazies Hill (VC), 
Robert Pigott Infants (VC), Robert Pigott Junior 
(VC) & The Pigott (VA) Schools.

FRI 10 Winnersh: clergy Stuart King; LLM Pat 
Smith. The Coombes (VC) School.

SAT 11 Wokingham: clergy David Hodgson, 
Caroline Kramer, Colin James, Helen Charlton; 
youth worker Michael Johnson. All Saints (VA) 
School.

MON 13 Wokingham St Paul: clergy Peter 
Day. St Paul’s (VC) School.

TUE 14 Woosehill Conventional District: 
clergy Libby Godden (Methodist), LLM Elaine 
Steere.

WED 15 Wokingham St Sebastian: clergy 
Andrew Marsden, Erik Fudge, David McLeod, 
Ian Seymour; LLMs Russell Shipton, Jill Bright, 
Ann Potts; youth worker Debbie Harris; 
children’s worker Sally Alexander. St Sebastian’s 

(VA) School.

THU 16 Gate: clergy Christa Pumfrey, Janet 
Lawrence. Stoke Goldington (VC) School.

FRI 17 Hanslope with Castlethorpe: clergy 
Gary Ecclestone; LLM Eric Dodworth.

SAT 18 Lamp: clergy Richard Caddell; LLMs 
Andrew Geary, Joe Geary, Wendy Reidel, 
Priscilla Parry.

MON 20 Lavendon with Cold Brayfield, 
Clifton Reynes and Newton Blossomville: 
clergy Christa Pumfrey, Janet Lawrence. Newton 
Blossomville (VC) School.

TUE 21 Newport Pagnell with Lathbury and 
Moulsoe: clergy Michael Godfrey, Glynis Bell, 
Karen Browne; LLMs Mervyn Evans, Colin Taylor.

WED 22 Olney: clergy Claire Wood, LLM 
David Richbell.

THU 23 Sherington with Chicheley, North 
Crawley, Astwood and Hardmead: clergy 
Mandy Marriott, Pam Fielding; LLM John 
Fielding. North Crawley (VC) & Sherington (VC) 
Schools.

FRI 24 Cherbury with Gainfield: clergy Neal 
Phair, Joy Hance. Buckland (VC) School.

SAT 25   Great Faringdon with Little 
Coxwell: clergy Charles Draper, Simon Wearn; 
LLMs Graham Scott-Brown, Helen Wilson.

MON 27 Great Coxwell with Buscot, 
Coleshill & Eaton Hastings: clergy David 
Williams.

TUE 28 Shrivenham & Ashbury: clergy 
Richard Hancock, Edwin Clements, Anne Bell; 
LLM Rodney Elton. Shrivenham (VC), Ashbury 
(VA), Longcot & Fernham (VC) Schools.

WED 29 Stanford in the Vale with Goosey 
& Hatford: clergy Tim Rose, Angela Gosden, 
Charles Patterson; LLMs Jill Smith, Peter 
Stallabrass. Stanford in the Vale (VC) School.

THU 30 Uffington, Shellingford, Woolstone 
& Baulking: clergy Rosanna Martin, Jim 
Payne; LLM Sue Saunders. Uffington (VC) & 
Shellingford (VA) Schools.

FRI 31 Members of the Third Order of the 
Society of St Francis resident in the diocese.
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Family

the spirituality of nature and children

Earlier this year the National 
Trust launched a report 
entitled Natural Childhood, 
which explored ‘Nature 
Deficit Disorder’ – a term 

first coined by US based writer Richard 
Louv, in his bestseller Last Child in the 
Woods, to describe a growing dislocation 
between children and nature. For 
example, in the UK less than a quarter 
of children regularly use their local 
patch of nature compared to over a half 
of all adults when they were children.

In a single generation since the 1970s 
children’s ‘radius of activity’ or ‘home 
habitat’ - the area in which children are 
able to travel on their own – shrank to 
one-ninth of its former size. In 1971, 
80 per cent of seven to eight  year olds 
walked to school, often alone or with 
their friends, whereas two decades later 
fewer then 10 per cent did so – almost 
all accompanied by their parents.

The reasons for this gap between 
children and nature are numerous. 
Changing attitudes to risk are cited. 
More gadgets, TV channels, the internet 
and probably more comfortable 
bedrooms, make it easier and more 
appealing for children to be indoors. 
Increased traffic, fewer parks and green 
spaces, larger school catchment areas 
(so friends live further away), as well 
as greater fear of crime and media 
coverage on ‘stranger danger’ – all 
make it harder and less appealing for 
children to be outdoors, and start to 
paint a picture as to why children are 
not outdoors as much as they might 
have been. 

But does a disconnect with nature 
matter? Growing evidence suggests it 
does. Researchers have attributed, at 
least in part, increasing rates of obesity 
to a decrease in the time children 
spend outdoors, as well as an increase 
in Vitamin D deficiency. Childhood 
behavioural ‘disorders’ have also been 
linked to an absence of time in nature. 
Other less tangible consequences 
include declining emotional resilience 
and a declining ability to assess risk 
– both vital life skills. There are also 
implications for wider environmental 
issues. People don’t tend to protect 
what they don’t care about, and you 
don’t tend to care about what you have 
never experienced.

But are there also spiritual 
implications of this disconnection with 
nature? An important characteristic 
of the natural world is that it doesn’t 
come with an instruction manual, 
or a set range of possible outcomes; 
instead it holds infinite possibilities. 

Through nature, we are introduced to 
transcendence, in the sense that there 
is something more going on than the 
individual. All of which is important to 
spiritual growth. 

Research into spiritual experiences of 
childhood has perhaps unsurprisingly 
found that many transcendent 
childhood experiences happen in 
nature. And it isn’t just exposure to the 
natural world in its vast beauty - majestic 
mountains, wild forests, vast sea views 
– but also far more ordinary natural 
surroundings, for example, in the back 
garden, staring at the sky or watching 
animals.

I’m sure many readers can recall 
significant moments when something 
that amazed you has affected your 
spiritual journey. Wonder and awe are 
often sources for our spiritual growth 
– and often that wonder and awe stems 
from our relationship with nature. Most 
people are either awakened to or are 
strengthened in their spiritual journey 
by experiences in the natural world. 

In light of that what are the 
implications of a growing nature gap 

on our spiritual development, and that 
of our children? Are we in danger of 
losing, or at least missing opportunities 
for, the sense of awe and wonder that is 
so important to spiritual growth?  

Fewer than one in 10 children regularly play in wild places, compared to almost half of 
children a generation ago. Matt Freer, Diocesan Environmental Adviser, explores the gap 
between children and nature and asks what roles the Church can play in response. 

ONLINE

@Use the activities opposite or 
download more and share your own 
ideas for how the church can help 
provide space to encounter nature at 
www.earthingfaith.org/nature

For more resources to explore see 
www.50things.org.uk or 
www.goingwild.net

‘...many transcendent 
childhood experiences 
happen in nature.’

‘Wonder and awe are 
often sources for our 
spiritual growth.’

You may like to include some nature 
related activities in your holiday club or 
church children’s groups. Or you may 
like to say the following prayer with your 
children:
Creator God,
Your love calls forth beetles and 
butterflies.
You speak in tendrils of green growth
and the stark beauty of scree slopes.
   Help us to see ourselves as precious 
and vulnerable,
held in relationship with all creation
by the Divine breath of love.
Amen
By Caroline Leys, quoted in A Heart 
For Creation: Worship resources and 
reflections on the environment by Chris 
Polhill (2010, Wild Goose Publications)

 Gareth Miller
MA MBACP 07974 843692

West Oxfordshire Counselling
Stress - Anxiety - Relationship difficulties

www.westoxfordshirecounselling.co.uk
Email: info@westoxfordshirecounselling.co.uk

Relate-trained counsellor available
 for both individuals and couples

Experienced in helping clergy
 and their spouses/partners

Based in West Oxfordshire but
 willing to travel throughout

 the Diocese

Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of
Noble Poverty

“England’s Oldest Almshouse”
Vacancies for Brothers

The Hospital, founded in 1132
and home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers), currently
has vacancies and applications
are welcomed.
A registered Charity with a
Christian foundation, the
Hospital is situated a mile
south of Winchester. Each
Brother lives independently
and occupies a flat which he
furnishes himself.
Further information and an application form are
obtainable from:
Piers Armstrong, Clerk to the Trustees
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD
Tel: 01962 878218
E-mail: clerk@stcrosshospital.co.uk
www.stcrosshospital.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 202751

It’s an ideal tool for 
outreach. Why not 

use The Son to reach 
your community?

Order your copies today: 
www.theson.org.uk

‘Enjoyed the paper - looks 
great. Well done!’

Jeremy Vine
BBC Radio 2

The Son.
We love him!

New Summer 
Edition 

Now Out!

or call The Son hotline on

01752 225623.
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Family

the spirituality of nature and children
Awaken the senses and follow 

a trail of mysterious smells, 
strange sounds and interesting 
textures.You can do this in your 

garden, a nature reserve or churchyard. 
Mark a trail using a rope. Tie a knot 
in the rope to indicate something 
interesting. A smell to notice.  An object 
on the ground. Something overhead.

Before you start do a quiet activity. A 
quiet, receptive mind will increase the 
enjoyment of the activity. Look at a leaf 
together and count the veins. See if you 
can get your arms all the way round a 
tree. Smell a flower. 

If your child is comfortable with it, put 
a blindfold on them. Then help your 
child to hold onto the rope and walk 
along with them. You can walk one after 
another, but give the person in front 
enough space to stop and listen.

Encourage your child to feel things 
as they go along. Changes on the 
ground. The texture of grass. Something 
overhead.

If you smell something stop and see 
if they can smell it too. And of course, 
guide their steps to keep them safe. Do 
it as silently as possible, with just gentle 
observations. 

Finish by lying on your backs - if they 
have had a blindfold on, take it off - and 
look up and see what you can see. Ask 
your child to tell you what they see.

Making a space at home where you 
can put your finds from nature is 
a great way to share it with others, 
remind you of being outdoors on 
wet days and inspire craft projects.

A place where you walk by 
often is good, as you and your 
children will see it in the day to 
day of life. It doesn’t have to be 
fancy. A simple wooden crate on 
the stairs. A bowl on a sideboard. 
A plate next to the telephone.

Collect things as you go for 
walks and make that an activity. 
Leaves, seeds, stones, twigs, 
shells. 

Choose some things to collect from 
the list below. Guide the children in 
thinking creatively and looking closely, 
and in only collecting appropriate, safe 
things.

•	 A	feather
•	 Exactly	100	of	something
•	 Three	different	types	of	seed
•	 Something	round
•	 Something	fuzzy
•	 Something	that	reminds	you 

             of yourself
•	 Something	soft
•	 Something	beautiful

  Follow the trail

Top left: Matt Freer gardening with his children. Top and middle; Matt’s images of nature. Above, children scavenging  in nature. Pic: Istock. 

    Nature table

  Scavenger hunt

Tired of Watching
Christians Living Broken
Lives? Learn How You

Can Change That!

www.NeverEverTheSame.com/training

Ellel Ministries       +44 (0) 1252 797 340

Award winning 

 

church furniture makers

Makers of quality bespoke 
 Church Furniture

www.fullers�nerfurniture.co.uk

Great 
Days 
Out
See our feature on 
page 12
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Deciding on full time education is a 
tremendously important choice. In many 
cases the subject chosen can have 
repercussions throughout life, forming 
for many students the foundations of a 
lifetime’s career.  For a Christian of any 
age the choice of a theological, secular or 
social subject is likely to be emphasised 
as it will effect the student’s chosen path 
in the future.
A lot of prayer and advice will be 
undertaken in deciding what path to 
follow, even when inherent talents seem 
to make the choice a little more obvious. 
For younger Christians the path may have 
already been discussed when choosing 
subjects for ‘A’ levels but for many older 
Christians starting a course could well be 
a part of a change in life’s direction. It is 
worth spending time with family, friends 
and even the Vicar when making these 
important choices.
Making the choice for Theology really is 
one of those life defining decisions. The 
period of careful study leading on as it 
often does to a lifetime in ministry and 
mission.
There will be others who would like to 
understand the Bible better or have a real 
understanding of pastoral care in order to 
seek a new direction or to serve better in 
their current choice. 
There’s also the choice of college. For many 
some time away from home at University 
can be a time of self-discovery and 

growing, a chance to study whilst enjoying 
life in a different city. Others may well 
prefer to study somewhere closer to home. 
This can be due to the commitments such 
as family responsibilities or commitments 
to the local church or other organisations. 
Travelling times are also quicker, a boon 
for most students. Financial considerations 
can also be a reason to study a little closer 
to home.
There are many excellent Colleges and 
Universities offering the conveniences 
student life coupled with short journey 
times home. In some cases the sea or 
countryside is not far away.
For all the challenge of full time study 
should prove to be rewarding and fulfilling.
There will also be those who might be 
interested in one of the many distance-
learning courses available today. There 
are many on offer catering for all ages and 
abilities. Such courses can help you in 
your private devotions and understanding 
of the Scriptures.

Advertisement Feature

Foundations for the future

info@csrnet.org.uk
023 9289 9670

changere-energisere-think
your offer

re-engage
your community

your parish

portsmouth
23rd-24th October 2012
£100 per delegate

www.csrnet.org.uk

A national 
two day event:
experiencing the rapid 
parish development 
programme (rpdp)and 
its outward-looking 
and  ambitious 
approach to change

Hosted by Canon Nick Ralph 
and Leigh Rampton (CSR)
with speakers:
Graeme Codrington 
(Future Trends Analyst)
Philip James 
(Head of Strategy & Development, 
Church Commissioners)
Tim Bissett 
(Chief Exec, Church Urban Fund)

Silversea All-Inclusive Luxury
• Up to $500 onboard spending credit

per suite

• Butler service for every suite

• Fine wines, spirits and champagne

• All ocean-view accommodation

• In-suite bar stocked with your
preferred selections

• 24-hour room service

• Gourmet cuisine in association
with Relais & Châteaux

• In-suite dining served course by course

• All gratuities

• Transportation into town (most ports)

ATLANTIC 
OCEAN

CARIBBEAN 
SEA

Barbados

Dominica

St Barts

St Lucia

The Grenadines

St Maarten

•

•
• •

•

•

Ship Date Days Itinerary
Fares
from Air

Onboard
Spending Credit

Silver
Whisper

22 Nov 2013 7 Bridgetown, Barbados; Day at Sea; Philipsburg, St Maarten;
Gustavia, St Barts; Roseau, Dominica; Castries, St Lucia;
Bequia, Grenadines; Bridgetown, Barbados

£1,999 FREE $500

Terms and conditions: Fares are per guest based on double occupancy. Port charges, government fees and taxes are included. Complimentary flights and transfers promotion is eligible for selected voyages
for a limited time only and may be withdrawn at any time. Onboard Spending Credit is per double occupancy (single occupancy 50%) for new bookings only. All fares, savings, offers and itineraries are subject
to space availability and may change without notice. Further terms & conditions apply.

For more information and bookings please call

Peter Goord Travel on 01752 364186

ALL-INCLUSIVE LUXURY SOUTHERN CARIBBEAN CRUISE
PETER GOORD TRAVEL SPECIAL DEPARTURE

No Extras 
includes free 
flights to Barbados
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Feature

saying our prayers

‘I am the Resurrection and the 
Life, saith the Lord, he that 
believeth in me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live.’  
As the coffin enters the church 

these are the first words we hear, and the 
rolling cadences of the old Authorised 
(or ‘King James’) Version of the Bible 
sound out as it is taken to its place: ‘We 
brought nothing into this world, and it is 
certain we can carry nothing out.’  The 
stark simplicity of the words, offering 
the mourners honesty and authoritative 
comfort in equal measure, carry over 
into the very name of the Prayer Book 
service, ‘The Order for the Burial of the 
Dead’, an expression so memorable and 
resonant in its integrity that ‘The Burial 
of the Dead’ becomes the title of the 
opening section of T. S. Eliot’s The Waste 
Land.  

Memorability is the keynote for 
the Prayer Book’s Catechism which 
as children we were expected to 
have by heart.  ‘My duty towards my 
neighbour’ starts, of course, with ‘to 
love him as myself’, but continues with 
such expressions as ‘to keep my hands 
from picking and stealing, and my 
tongue from evil-speaking, lying and 
slandering’, phrases which helped form 
my conscience and have stayed with me 
over the years.  

These expressions are simple, as befits 
words designed for children, but the 
rhythms and inner logic of the richer 
language of the ‘Collects’, short prayers 
appointed for particular days or seasons, 
repeated year after year, enter into 
one’s memory and prayer life, the very 
familiarity enabling one to use them 

like icons, focusing in different ways on 
the Lord to whom we pray: ‘O Almighty 
God, who alone canst order the unruly 
wills and affections of sinful men; grant 
unto thy people, that they may love the 
thing which thou commandest, and 
desire that which thou dost promise’; 
once heard, never forgotten, and 
shaping our understanding of what we 
should ask God for ourselves.  

The Prayer Book Psalms are even 
older in their translation (by one of the 
greatest of English poets) than those 
in the Authorised Version, which took 
such expressions as ‘The Lord is my 
shepherd’ from it.  They are said or sung 
at the Orders for Morning and Evening 
Prayer (Matins and Evensong) which 
used to be the main Sunday services, 
where we acknowledge that ‘We have 
followed too much the devices and 
desires of our own hearts.’  

Today Holy Communion is normally 
centre stage where, ‘with Angels and 
Archangels, and with all the company 
of Heaven, we laud and magnify Thy 
glorious Name’.  Here the words of 
administration of the Bread and Wine 
incorporate a balance between the Real 
Presence (‘The Body of our Lord Jesus 
Christ’) and a memorial meal (‘eat this 
in remembrance’), thereby ensuring 
that they cannot all be said to each 
worshipper and making the reception 
of the Elements a properly communal 
experience.  

And the concluding Blessing invokes 
‘The Peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding’, an expression as 
resonant and relevant today as ever it 
was.

Martin Warner is an Associate Fellow of 
the University of Warwick’s Centre 

for Research in Philosophy, Literature and 
the Arts, and worships at 

St John the Baptist, Bodicote.

Martin Warner reflects on why the 
Book of Common Prayer 
resonates with him and so many 
other Anglicans. 

The BCP: Why it matters
2012 marks the 350th anniversary of the 1662 Book of Common Prayer, which 
has shaped the worship and doctrine of the Church of England and the Global 
Anglican Communion, and continues to be the cornerstone of Anglican identity. In 
fact, most of the Prayer Book as we know it is over 450 years old, with the 1662 
book relatively little changed from Thomas Cranmer’s Second English Prayer Book 
of 1552. 
   Burned at the stake in 1556 by the Roman Catholic Queen Mary, Cranmer could 
scarcely have dreamed that, almost half a millennium later, we would still be using 
his words to lift up our hearts in prayer. That the Book of Common Prayer is still 
so widely used, and in so many parts of the world, is a tribute to Cranmer’s genius. 
Not only did Cranmer compose remarkable prose (which has lent many everyday 
phrases to the English language), but he was perceptive of the human condition, 
and of Man’s relationship to God.  
   The Prayer Book has given generations of Anglicans the words in which to lay 
down the heavy burden of sin at the feet of the Almighty, and to ask for—and to be 
confident of receiving—grace and forgiveness.  
   By the start of the 1970s, it seemed possible that the Book of Common Prayer 
might be swept away altogether by the tide of liturgical reform, but a concerted 
campaign to save it from extinction proved successful (and the Prayer Book Society 
was formed). 
   Within the present ‘mixed economy’ of worship, the Prayer Book still retains its 
unique status as a formulary of the Church of England. This anniversary year will, 
perhaps, encourage those who may not be familiar with the Book of Common 
Prayer, or who have not used it for some time, to explore its pages. 
Prudence Dailey 
Chairman of the Prayer Book Society

THOMAS Cranmer, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury and the man behind the 
Book of Common Prayer, is one of three 
martyrs burnt at the stake in Oxford in 
the 16th Century. 
   He was tried with Hugh Latimer and 
Nicholas Ridley at the University Church 
of St Mary the Virgin and martyred in 
what is now Broad Street. The trio 
were imprisoned in the former Bocardo 
Prison, near the existing St Michael at 
the Northgate Church, where their cell 
door is on display. 
   A memorial to the three martyrs was 
designed by Sir George Gilbert Scott 
and completed in 1843. It stands at the 
intersection of St Giles and Beaumont 
Street.  

The Archbishop with Prince Charles at the opening of the Royal Devotion, Monarchy and the Book 
of Common Prayer which runs at Lambeth Palace until 14th July. © Picture Partnership 2012. 

Cranmer’s trial in St Mary the Virgin Oxford, immediately prior to his being burnt at the stake. 
From Foxe’s Book of Martyrs. The Prayer Book Society. 

Win a book
THE Door has 
three copies 
of Book of 
Common Prayer: 
Past, Present 
and Future to 
give away. With a 
foreword by the 
Prince of Wales, 
the book looks 
at the history, 
theology and 
language of the 
Prayer Book, as 
well as its usage 
in today’s Church. 
   To win a copy send your name and 
address, on a postcard, to Book of 
Common Prayer Competition, The 
Door, Diocesan Church House, 
Oxford, OX2 0NB. The deadline for 
entries is Friday 3 August.

Cranmer: the 
Oxford link
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There have however been some events 
that have helped to raise the spirits 
and bring a smile. The Queen’s Jubilee 
was undoubtedly one such event with 
cities, towns and villages all playing 
their part. In some the bunting is still 
flying. Some parts of the country have 
already had a glimpse of the Olympic 

flame is it makes its journey from Lands 
End around the UK to London, and its due 
in our Diocese around 9th July.
When the weather is good, a nice country 
walk always invigorates and gets us to see 
the beautiful countryside that we live in. If 
you want to see creatures from around the 
world then a visit to a Zoo is a must. It’s 
something that the whole family can enjoy. 
At the Cotswold Wildlife Park you’ll find a 
whole load of special events throughout 
the summer set in stunning gardens. 
There’s a chance to see up to 260 animal 
species. There’s a giraffe walk way and 
you can walk with the lemurs. And if you 
want to take a break there’s an adventure 
playground and the train runs from April 
to October. There’s so much to do and as 
is the case with most attractions is worth 
visiting the website before you go to plan 
your day. www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk
For many years now the west country has 
been home to the Creationfest. This free 
music festival and Bible week runs from 
4th to 10th August at the Royal Cornwall 
Showground in Wadebridge and has a 
strong youth appeal. Running up until 
10pm there’ll be music, seminars, skate 
park and much more. Its possible to camp 
on site although there will be a charge 

for that. If you are planning turning up 
with a youth group its worth calling first to 
arrange. Among the artists are Leeland, 
Brenton Brown, the Paracute Band, Lou 
Fellingham and Phatfish. A visit to the 
website www.creationfest.org.uk will keep 
you up to pace with what’s happening. If 
you are holidaying in Cornwall be sure to 
turn up for a least one of the days.
You’ll find lots happening locally with the 
Bucks County Show will be taking place on 
Thursday 30th August 2012 at the usual 
site of Weedon Park, Nr Aylesbury. The 
Show starts at 8.00am all the way through 
until 6.00pm and is still considered one 
of the best one day agricultural shows in 
the Country.
Attractions for this year will include: 
Bolddog Lings Motocross Stunt Team, 
RAF Halton Pipes and Drums, The Sheep 
Show, Vintage Tractors and more. If big 
displays and action do not inspire you 
then you’ll find plenty to do at the shopping 
marquee and food hall. As you’d expect 
at a Country show there’ll be rural crafts, 
demonstrations, show jumping and much, 
much more. There is a free bus service 
running continuously throughout the 
day from Station Way, Aylesbury to the 
Showground. First bus leaves Aylesbury 
at 9.30 am and the last bus leaves the 
Showground at 6.30 pm.

Whatever part of the country you end up 
in this summertime you’ll find respite from 
the activities of the day with a visit to a local 
church or cathedral. Here you’ll find history 
and probably some splendid stained glass 
but most importantly – peace! Many have 
bookshops and by sourcing any gifts or 
post cards you will help with the work of 
the church. If you are very lucky you’ll also 
find a coffee shop. Our own Christ Church 
in Oxford has its fair share of visitors. 
At the end of June it has a visit from the 
Middlebrook Pike United Methodist Church 
Choir from the United States of America. 
The touring group of 45 members is taken 
from a congregation of around 1,000 who 
attend the church in Knoxville, Tennessee. 
Led by Dr. William 
Melton, who has 
been the choirs 
director for the past 
4 years and over 
half a century’s 
experience as a 
music educator and 
church musician, 
the selections 
being sung on this 
years tours include 
pieces by Schubert, 
Bach and Stefani. 
The accompanist 
is Sabra Buchheit 
a graduate of 
the Cincinnati 
Conservatory. The 
performance is at 
1pm on 29th June 
and all are welcome 
to this free event. 

Advertisement Feature

Creationfest.org.uk

10th Anniversary

saturday: 4-10pm  sun-fri:10am-10pm  •  day visitors welCome – Just turn up and enJoy  •  onsite Camping*

                   /Creationfestuk  • 0844 879 4703  • info@Creationfest.org.uk

*fees / Booking reQuired

• leeland • lZ7

• rend ColleCtive eXperiment

• Bluetree • Brenton Brown

• Ben Cantelon • paraCHute Band

• lou fellingHam & pHatfisH

 

• saraH maCintosH • evan wiCkHam

• CHip kendall Band  • trent

• empire nation • CHaos CurB

• sCott CunningHam Band

• and many more...

musiC • BiBle teaCHing • seminars • worksHops • youtH Zone • kids CluB • skate park • sports • film

watCH tHe london 2012 

olympiCs in tHe ‘more 

tHan gold’ sports Cafe

4-10 august    royal Cornwall sHowground,wadeBridge 

total production solutionsCalvary Chapel

CF12 Poster A4 EW.indd   1 30/05/2012   30 May 09:46

CWP_TheDoor_230512.pdf   1   29/05/2012   11:56

Looking forward to the summertime
Well summer has finally arrived, although with some of the weather that’s hit the country that could be debatable. 

Middlebrook Pike 
United Methodist Church Choir

Knoxville, Tennessee, USA

From a congregation of about 1,000 the adult 
choir, from which the touring group comes, 

number about 45, all of whom are volunteers.  They 
regularly sing for two Sunday worship services 

and provide extended musical services for special 
seasons several times each year.

The musical selections to be sung on this year’s tour 
of England will be taken from several selections 
from the classic repertoire by such composers as  
J S Bach, Schubert, and Steffani, arrangements 

based on American hymn traditions, and selections 
from the pen of current American and British 

anthem composers.

The church has a long history of quality choral 
music.  Director for the past four year is Dr. 

William Melton, a veteran of over half a century’s 
experience as a music educator and church 

musician.  The choir is accompanied by Sabra 
Buchheit, a graduate of Cincinnati Conservatory.

Performing a lunchtime recital at 
CHRIST CHURCH, OXFORD 

Friday, 29th June -  1.00pm 
FREE ADMISSION – ALL WELCOME

THURSDAY 30th AUGUST 2012
BOLDDOG LINGS FREESTYLE STUNT TEAM

RAF HALTON PIPES & DRUMS
Cattle & Sheep • Trade & Craft Stands • Horse Show • Vintage Tractors • Demonstrations  

Home and Garden • Rural Crafts • Shopping Marquee • Large Countryside area 

WEEDON PARK (A413) AYLESBURY

BUCKS COUNTY SHOW

For more information contact
Secretary, Bucks County Show, The Old Barn,

Wingbury Courtyard Business Village, Bucks. HP224LW

Tel: 01296 680400
www.buckscountyshow.co.uk
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the Doorpost
Courses, training, conferences and workshops in July and August 2012.
The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  
hung on church  noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or 
by post to Church House.  The deadline for the next issue is Friday 3 August 2012.

SUNDAY 1 JULY 
 
DORCHESTER ON THAMES: 
Messy Church event at Dorchester 
Abbey ‘Building Up!’ from 3pm - 5pm 
(gathering 2.30pm onwards). Places 
are free but you do need to book. 
Details 01865 319700 or www.
messychurch.org.uk/pages/6653.htm 
 
EAST HAGBOURNE: Scarecrow 
Trail until 8 July.  This year’s theme - 
the Olympics. Details 01235 813826 
or email douga_msn@live.com 
 
CLANFIELD, NEAR BAMPTON: 
Flower festival on the celebratory 
theme of ‘60 glorious years’ at St 
Stephen’s Church from 11.30am to 
5pm. Details 01367 810255. 
 
GREAT MISSENDEN: Cream teas 
at St Peter and St Paul every Sunday 
until 7 October from 3pm - 5pm. 
Details www.missendenchurch.org.uk 
 
LETCOMBE REGIS, NEAR 
WANTAGE: Gardens open from 
2pm - 6pm. Nine delightful gardens 
open in aid of St Andrew’s Church and 
its charities. Entry £5 (children free). 
Details www.opengardens.co.uk 
 
DROPMORE: Cream teas at St 
Anne’s Church every Sunday until 26 
August from 3.30pm - 5.30pm.  
 
WEDNESDAY 4 JULY 
 
ALDWORTH: Afternoon teas at St 
Mary’s Church (RG8 9SB) every 
Wednesday from 2.30pm to 4.30pm. 
Details 01635 578177. 

FRIDAY 6 JULY 
 
HOLY TRINITY PENN: Flower 
festival 11am to 6pm today and 
tomorrow and 12.30pm to 5pm on 
Sunday 8 July to celebrate ‘Worship 
and Service’. Details 01494 725686. 

SATURDAY 7 JULY 

CUDDESDON: Festival of Prayer 
at Ripon College (OX44 9EX) from 
10am - 4pm. An opportunity to 
explore different aspects of Christian 
Spirituality. Cost £20. Details www.
brfonline.org.uk/festival-of-prayer/ 
 
HARWELL: St Matthew’s Church, 
coffee morning, 10am to noon and 
Afternoon Tea, 2pm to 4pm. Both 
including bring-and-buy, bric-a-brac, 
plants, produce and cake sales.  

 

SUNDAY 8 JULY
 
OXFORD: Olympic Picnic with 
special guest of honour, Sir Roger 
Bannister, at Iffley Road Sports Track 
from 12 noon - 3pm. Details email 
davidbarr@mcsoxford.org 
 
TUESDAY 10 JULY 
 
OXFORD: The Retired Clergy 
Association Annual outing to 
Englefield House, nr Reading RG7 
5EN. Meet at 2.15pm. You need to 
book in advance by emailing michael-
gwenda@uwclub.net or phoning 
01235 529084. Cost approx £10 per 
person for admission and tea.  This will 
be followed by Sung Evensong in St 
Mark’s Church. 
 
WEDNESDAY 11 JULY 
 
HEADINGTON: All Saints Church, 
Highfield are hosting a summer music 
festival and have weekly concerts on 
Wednesday evenings. Free entrance. 
Details from 01865 341024. 

SATURDAY 14 JULY 
 
BURGHFIELD: Teddy bear Olympics 
and Bear-B-Q at St Mary’s Church. 

Opening ceremony at 1.30pm. Details 
0118 983 4433.

SANDFORD-ON-THAMES: Flower 
festival at St Andrew’s Church, 10am 
to 6pm. Church fete from 2pm.  
 
SUNDAY 15 JULY 
 
SANDFORD-ON-THAMES: Flower 
festival at St Andrew’s Church, 11am 
- 6pm. 
 
FRIDAY 20 JULY 
 
IVER HEATH: St Margaret of Antioch 
150th Patronal Festival and social 
evening at 7.30pm. Details admin.
benefice@freeuk.com 
 
SATURDAY 21 JULY 
 
IVER HEATH: St Margaret of Antioch 
Flower festival at 10am - 4pm. BBQ 
at 5pm. Sunday 22 July 10am Holy 
Communion with Bishop of Ebbsfleet 
and 6pm Choral Evensong.Details 
admin.benefice@freeuk.com 
 
WEDNESDAY 25 JULY 
 
TURVILLE: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying 
on of hands and anointing with Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231. 
 
SATURDAY 28 JULY 
 
FREELAND:  Drop-in Quiet Day at 
the Old Parsonage from 10am - 4pm. 
Bring your own food. 
 
SUNDAY 29 JULY 
 
ABINGDON: Winchester service 
(Book of Common Prayer Sung Holy 
Communion) will take place at St 
Helen’s Church at 5.30pm. 
 

Services at Christ Church Cathedral
SUNDAYS: 8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in priory room); 11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong.
WEEKDAYS: 7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 1pm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm).
AFTER EIGHT: Time to reflect, time to pray.  Contemporary liturgies for mind and spirit on Sundays at 8pm. 

Tel: 01865 276155  www.chch.ox.ac.uk

Children play with Pentecost Poles during a Messy Church session. See July 1 entry for more. Pic: BRF

To Advertise in the Month Call 

01752

To Advertise 
Please Call Roy

01752 225623
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 Arts
New windows link liturgy with the school year

Colourful new windows at 
Abingdon School are linking 
the liturgical seasons of the 

Church to the academic terms of the 
school year. 

The Rt Revd John Pritchard, 
Bishop of Oxford, has dedicated 
the series of fused glass images in 
a recent ceremony in the school 
chapel. 

Designed by the Oxfordshire artist 
Nicholas Mynheer, the windows link 
the liturgical seasons of the Church 
to the academic terms of the school 
year.

The Summer term window, while 
showing pupils engaged in cricket 
and rowing – the cox wearing the 
distinctive cerise and white blazer of 
the Abingdon 1st VIII – also refers to 
the story of Christ’s resurrection and 
his ascension into heaven. 

The cricketers look skywards, their 
stance imitating that of the disciples 
who witnessed Christ taken up and 
hidden from their sight by a cloud in 
Acts 1: 10. 

Their gaze follows the ball as it arcs 
past a flock of martlets, one of the 
school’s heraldic charges, into the sky 
above the right-hand panel where it 

is transformed into the ‘moon turned 
to blood’ of Acts 2: 20.

There are four coloured windows, 
one for each of the school terms 
and one to reflect the dedication 
of the Chapel to the Holy Trinity.  
Of the five sandblasted windows, 
one commemorates the continuing 
service of members of the Abingdon 
community to the British Armed 
Forces.  Among the images is a 
vapour trail cross, created by a 
Spitfire and a modern fighter jet.

The windows, made by Davia 
Walmsley of Daedalian Glass Design, 
use a process whereby multiple 
layers of hand-cut, coloured glass are 
layered with coloured frit (crushed 
glass) and fired three times for 50 
hours at temperatures of up to 800o 
C. 

Money for the project was raised 
from a successful appeal to the 
school community and several of the 
panels have been dedicated to past 
members of this community: pupils, 
staff and family members.

Abingdon School Chapel will be open to the 
public on Saturday 8 September, 10.30 am to 
1pm, as part of Heritage Open Days.

Sarah Wearne is the School Archivist at 
Abingdon School, an independent boys’ 

school in Abingdon, Oxfordshire. 

By Sarah Wearne

Photograph by Peter Greenland

Insurance

Holidays Abroad

Youth Holidays

Holidays at Home

Travel Insurance

0116 272 0500
Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A.

TOP QUALITY ANNUAL AND SINGLE TRIP COVER

CAR
HIRE

FT TRAVEL
INSURANCE

Available with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted.
Specialist cover for people cruising and for high-cost holidays.

Our insurance has a customer 24 hour helpline, full medical cover and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service.

FREE MEDICAL SCREENING SERVICE AVAILABLE

Conditions apply
 Please call for details ~

SUMMER OFFER ( EUROPE ):
1wk from £18.95; 2wks from £21.95; 3wks from £26.95;

Annual Europe from £69.95. Age restrictions apply
We are based in the UK and your call will be answered

by a real person...not a machine!!!

Arranged for The Door readers

Lanzarote
Playa Blanca
Beautiful, Affordable 

family villa 
IIddeeaall  ffoorr  FFaammiillyy  

HHoolliiddaayyss  &&  
LLoonngg  WWiinntteerr  BBrreeaakkss

Tel: 01454 260619
www.lanzarotevilladirect.co.uk

Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near

Carvoeiro. Own pool,
all mod cons. Situated on
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf,

Tennis, Outdoor bowls.
Full details and brochure:

Brian Chambers

ALGARVE

info@casa-oleander.co.uk
www.casa-oleander.co.uk

Tel: 02380 265 683

ASHBOURNE 
DERBYSHIRE 

 
 

Ideal for Peak District 
Chatsworth, Alton Towers 

 Comfortable Cottage 
Sleeps 4 

Short breaks. All year 
 www.conifercottage.biz 

01727 751070

 

GATWICK
3 - 4 mins 

GABLE END

TEL: 01293 783679
www.gable-end.com

A warm Irish welcome to our
family run B&B. En-suite rooms

& full English breakfast.
Courtesy transport & car parking

LYNTON DEVON
A warm traditional welcome 

welcome awaits you at 
Kingford House 

✰✰✰✰ Silver Award
Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks.
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 

for brochure and tariff
patriciakingford@aol.com
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 

A holiday made for you!
Merton House Hotel is a special
hotel catering for the elderly and
people with disabilities. Situated
in the historic market town of
Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire.
Merton House has a beautiful
location overlooking the River
Wye with views from our
gorgeous gardens across to the
Black Mountains of Wales.

INCLUDED IN THE PRICE IS A FREE TRIP IN OUR SPECIALLY ADAPTED 
MINI – BUS, ENTERTAINMENT ON FOUR NIGHTS AND ADDITIONAL 

SITE-SEEING TRIPS IN OUR MINI – BUS.

DON’T DELAY – book as soon as possible as only a limited number of rooms are available.

TO BOOK TELEPHONE THE HOTEL ON:

01989 563252

ENJOY A FABULOUS SUMMER HOLIDAY
with our special offer for certain weeks in august 

£50 off per person per week 
in a single or a twin room

To Advertise in the Month 

Call 

01752

To Advertise 
Please Call Roy

01752 225623
or email 

roy@cornerstonevision.com

To Advertise in the Month Call 

01752
To Advertise Please Call Roy

01752 225623
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Comment

Sight impaired 
people can 
get a free 

audio verison 
of the Door by 
contacting the 

Oxford Diocese 
on 01865 
208227
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In ‘a month of Sundays’

Comings and Goings: 

The Revd Douglas Dales will take up 
post as House for Duty Associate Priest 
at East Downland; The Revd Clare Sykes 
will take up post as Rector of Osney; The 
Revd Andrew Montgomerie will take up 
post as Rector of Iver Heath; The Revd 
Narinder Tegally will take up post as 
Team Vicar of Beaconsfield; The Revd 
Sylvester Liyanage will take up post as 
Team Vicar of Great Chesham; The Revd 
Kevin Downham has taken up post as Re-
settlement Chaplain at HMP Woodhill; The 
Revd David Lunn has retired as Team Vicar 

of Walton, Milton Keynes; The Revd Canon 
Allen Walker will retire as Area Dean and 
Community Chaplain in Burnham and Slough; 
The Revd Yvonne Murphy will retire as 
Team Vicar at High Wycombe; The Revd 
Barry Olsen will retire as Associate Clergy 
at Rotherfield Peppard and Kidmore End and 
Sonning Common; The Revd Ben Philips 
will be leaving his post as Vicar of Bodicote; 
The Revd Tim Mullins will be leaving his 
post as Chaplain of Radley College.  
The following have been given permission 
to officiate: The Revd John Connell; The 
Revd Stephen Cousins; The Revd Canon 
Ian Hunt; The Revd Elisabeth Hawkes.

‘I have fought the good fIght, I have 
fInIshed the race, I have kept the faIth. 
from now on there Is reserved for me the 
crown of rIghteousness, whIch the Lord, 
the rIghteous judge, wILL gIve me on that 
day, and not onLy to me but aLso to aLL who 
have Longed for hIs appearIng.’ 2 tImothy 4: 
7;8

Last month, the Jubilee. This month, 
the Olympics. Time for a breather, one 
would have thought, and perhaps a 

quiet reflection on what it means to take part 
in a race. 

St Paul, and some other New Testament 
writers, seem to have been athletic fans - that, 
or they found in the Games a fruitful source 
of topical illustrations. In his letter to the 
Philippians Paul talks of ‘going for the goal’, 
the prize at the end of the race, ‘straining 
forward for what lies ahead’. The writer to 
the Hebrews urges the Christian to ‘run with 
perseverance the race that is before us’, in 
the process ‘laying aside every weight’. And in 
the verse above, there is a clear reference to 
the awarding of the ‘crown’, the laurel wreath 
presented to the winner of the race in the 
ancient Games.

The Games they were probably talking 
about were the original Olympics, founded in 
776BC and held regularly at Olympia (hence 
the name). Mount Olympus was, of course, 
the legendary home of the Greek gods, and 

athletes, poets and musicians were 
invited to bring to Olympia their various skills 
and talents and compete against each other 
for those laurel wreaths. Tremendous fame 
and celebrity was attached to the winners, 
especially of the marathon. It was seen as the 
epitome of determination, of single-minded 
devotion to the task. The athletes trained, 
kept themselves fit, got rid of anything that 
would distract them or slow them down. 

It seems to have been that concentration 
on the goal that inspired the biblical writers. 
There, they would say, that’s the picture of 
true commitment. Can you, for Christ’s sake, 
equal the dedication of an athlete?

There’s one significant difference, however, 
between the Christian ‘race’ and the 
Olympics (especially the modern version of 
them). In the Olympics ‘the winner takes it 
all’, as the song says. All may ‘go for gold’, 
but only the victor gets the crown. But in the 
Christian ‘race’ it’s not winning, but finishing 
that matters. ‘I have fought the good fight, I 
have finished the race.’ For that, the ‘crown’ 
will be his from the ‘righteous judge’ - the 
divine referee of the contest. And the crown 
will not only be his, he says, but everyone’s 
who has ‘longed for Christ’s appearing’. 

Christians do not compete against 
their fellow-Christians, but against all the 
distractions, sins and weaknesses that hold 
them back as they make their way towards the 
heavenly finishing line. Pierre de Coubertin, 
who started the modern Olympiad 150 years 
ago, memorably said that the important thing 
was not the winning, but taking part. I think 
St Paul and the other New Testament writers 
would have heartily agreed.

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser on 
evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a broadcaster 
and the author of many books. www.davidwinter-author.co.uk.

  
Thought 
for the 
Month

By David Winter

It is said that when worship ends, the 
service begins. We are sent out to 
‘live and work to God’s praise and 

glory’.  In other words, the Christian 
community is church scattered as well 
as church gathered. In my experience, 
we are pretty good at focusing on the 
gathered faith community; rather less 
good at paying attention to our life as 
people ‘out there’ in the world. Which 
is, after all, where we spend most of our 
time. 

October 2012 is the month to redress 
that balance! As part of the Living 
Faith year of Making a Difference in 
the World, we invite you to embrace an 
initiative called, ‘A Month of Sundays’. 
Take one, two, three or - better still - all 
four, of the Sundays in October, and do 
something a little bit different in your 
Sunday worship.

The conviction behind A Month 
of Sundays is that each of us brings 
a unique combination of gifts and 
talents to God’s world. We each ‘make 
a difference’ in our own way, but we 
don’t often celebrate this! We support 
and care for families, friends, and those 
who are vulnerable; we give our time 
to community groups and schools; we 
live out our faith in our workplaces – 
and, perhaps most important of all, we 
hold the world and its struggles in our 
prayers. 

A Month of Sundays is an opportunity 
to celebrate the amazing things that we 
do in the world, and the people that 
we are. It gives us a chance to name the 
ways in which we make a difference; 
to inspire us to new things, and to 
reflect on coming closer to God as a 
consequence. 

Available from July will be some simple 
‘Month of Sundays’ resources to help, 
including activity ideas, prayers, and 
suggested readings. And on the final 
Saturday of October (27th), there will 
be a diocesan Making A Difference 
Celebration when we will be gathering 
up stories from around the diocese, and 
offering them to God in a Eucharist 
led by Bishop John. Look out for the 
publicity through parish mailings, or 
contact alison.webster@oxford.anglican.
org. 
See www.amonthofsundays.org.uk for resources. 

Alison Webster is Social Responsibility Adviser 
for the Diocese of Oxford.  

LETTERSGoing for gold
Education debate
In the May issue of the Door 
David Paterson wrote to 
contribute to the debate on 
education.

As a curate and then a parish 
priest, work with schools, both 
church and state, has been one 
of the most fulfilling aspects of 
my role. I’ve valued the work of 
partnership, of assisting in the 
spiritual element of school life, 
whether in more formal worship, 
in assemblies, as well as having 
school pupils visit the church 
as well as being a community 
governor.

I am increasingly concerned 
about the fragmentation of the 
education system, and of schools 
becoming less of a resource for 
the whole community, but more 
being created in the image of 
a particular group of parents 
or governors, or of a particular 
faith group (in the case of faith 
schools). Church schools were 
originally intended to provide 
a broad access to education 
and learning for all the local 
community. Has this founding 
principle been forgotten in the 
continuing ‘privatisation’ of 
schools?

I would like to see fewer new 
faith schools being established 
and more of faith communities 
continuing their work in 
partnership with local schools for 
learning for the whole community.

The Revd Hilary Campbell
Kidlington with Hampton 

Poyle, Oxfordshire.   

‘...each of us brings a 
unique combination of gifts 
and talents to God’s world.’

 pic: Istock. 

We recall with sadness the 
deaths of: The Revd Robin 
Denniston; The Revd Canon 
Michael Elliott; The Revd 
Christopher Jones; The Revd 
Brian Kingsley; The Revd 
Frederick Mountney; The 
Revd John Ralphs; The Revd 
Desmond Springham and The 
Revd Courtley Stables.

  
Competition Winners

The winners of the 
competition featured in the 
June issue are: Mrs J Glynn, 
of Bodicote, Oxfordshire, Mrs 
BM Lloyd, of High Wycombe, 
Buckinghamshire and Mrs 
Rosemary Campbell of 
Aldermaston, Berkshire.  They 
have all won a copy of England 
My England - A treasury of all 
things English by Gerry Hanson.



the Door  July/August 201216

God in the life of... 

WHEN we meet, Christine 
Bainbridge is preparing 
to welcome visitors to 
her home in Holton 
near Oxford as part of 

Oxfordshire Artweeks. She also has an 
exhibition running at Mansfield College, 
Oxford, called Embers of Hope. 

Specially created for the chapel, the 
exhibition is made up of eight dramatic 
panels, each approximately a metre 
square, exploring the theme of hope 
through her observations of nature as 
she walks the Oxfordshire countryside.

For the retired teacher life as an artist 
is a relatively new phase. She’s had no 
formal training, although she’s attended 
lots of art classes over the years. “I’ve 
always been interested in art – it’s been 
there in the background,” she says. “Now 
it’s in the foreground, but it’s been there 
all the way through.”

The chance to exhibit at Mansfield 
came about because the chaplain had 
spotted her regular work on the cover of 
the local URC church newsletter. “She 
knows my ideas because she came to 
one of my Artweeks. This is the fourth 
Artweek I’ve done. Each year it feels like 
Abraham entertaining the angels – you 
never know who’s coming,” she says.

“I sat in the chapel, and thought, this 
is going to be a challenge. I wanted to 
do something coherent that suited the 
space. Some of the paintings use ideas 
that have been used in the newsletters 
and developed.”

Christine usually attends the URC 
church now, although she says she 
and her husband, Richard, bridge the 
denominations: he is a Lay Reader 
licensed in both the Anglican and URC 
churches.

She grew up in Battersea and attended 
an Anglican church as a child. “I was 

sent to church, although I was 
never allowed to talk about it at 
home and I don’t think either of 
my parents ever went to church. 
My father would have said he was 
an atheist, but he was the closest 
person to Christ I know.” She 
remembers making a commitment 
as a child on a Pathfinder camp, 
but stresses that this was only one 
point on a continuing life journey.

She met her Richard studying 
Theology at Durham. They both 
became teachers, and first worked 
in Barnsley. “It was a mining area. 
Coming from a working class 
background, I felt I’d been given 
so much, having been to college, 

with a free education. We wanted to 
give something back. It was a wonderful 
period of our life.”

Two years on, they moved south and 
have been in the Oxford area ever 
since. After a brief diversion as Head of 
French at Wheatley Secondary Modern 
(“I learned a lot of French!”) she moved 
back to teaching RE, and continued 
doing this, while bringing up their two 
children. 

“About 12 years ago I stopped 
teaching because Richard’s parents 
needed support. I missed teaching very 
much but it felt like the right thing to 
do,” she says. In fact, leaving full-time 
teaching opened up other opportunities, 
and when her caring responsibilities 
for her in laws ended, she was able to 
develop her painting. 

Leaving teaching also opened up a 
new chapter in her spiritual journey. 
“It was a liberation to stop teaching 
and begin to think,” she says. “But with 
that came a black hole. All of a sudden, 
uncertainties came crowding in. It 
made me question things at a depth I 
had not done before and that was quite 
scary. It was then I discovered a more 
experiential spirituality.”

One of the ways Christine began to 
discover God was through nature, and 
her art was part of that journey. “I walk a 
lot, and something will grab me, I don’t 
know why. I live with it, and sketch and 
paint. I may not know what it is going 
to reveal. It’s as if it has a life of its own. 
Some of the paintings [in the Mansfield 
exhibition] are based on an old willow 
I saw, and what it made me think about 
the brokenness of life.”

She also enjoys the opportunities 
for silence that walking offers. “It’s my 
inspiration. It’s about experiencing 
the sacrament of the present moment, 
whatever I’m working on,” she says. “Van 
Gogh said that every grain of dust has 
a soul. If I could only remember and 
experience that – but most of the time 
we are distracted.”

The ‘Embers of Hope’ exhibition is 
available for loan to churches. Contact 

Christine on 01865872868 to find out more.

Christine Bainbridge tells  
Sarah Meyrick how paint-
ing has helped her delve 
deeper in her ongoing 
spiritual journey. 

The painter

Above is Christine, below one of her paintings. Pic; Sarah Meyrick

Retreats

We practise and teach Christian
contemplative meditation at 
residential and day courses 

at our centre in Dorchester and at 
other retreat centres   in the UK.

We use meditative sentences to still the mind, to focus our attention  
on God, and to serve as channels through which the power  

of the Spirit can enter our hearts.
Our members also gather in local groups.   

For further details please contact: 
The Secretary, The Fellowship of Meditation

8 Prince of Wales Road, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1PW. 
Tel: (01305) 251396

E: fellowship.meditation@virgin.net
W: www.fellowshipofmeditation.org

UK Reg Charity No: 213323

The Fellowship of Meditation

a Christian-based organisation

LeadcraftLeadcraft
Stained Glass Studio

STAINED GLASS ARTISTS
AND CRAFTSMEN

Traditional leaded lights made and
repaired.

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted
and decorative glass for windows and

doors and also internal window cleaning
Ecclesiastical and Residential

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA
Tel: 0118 956 8534  
Fax: 0118 957 5865

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk
By appointment only

TAYLORS
(OF OXFORD)

AND ACCESSORIES
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 

and Robemakers
109 COWLEY ROAD
OXFORD OX4 1HU

TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL

ROBEMAKERS

www.taylorsofoxford.com

Places to visit
See page 10From time to time we all need the 

opportunity to rest with a day or two off. 
For some its great to be active cramming as 
much as possible into the days we’ve allowed 
ourselves.
There are times, however, when a more 
studied quiet approach can achieve so much 
more especially in our spiritual growth. 
Retreats supply these days of thinking in an 
ideal manner. They can be beneficial on an 
individual basis but can also work well on 
a group basis, maybe with other members 
of your church when they provide an 
opportunity to gain a much deeper spiritual 
understanding of each other.

CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote TD0712

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN


